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PRESENT 

Chairman 
Paul Entwistle 
Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Maureen Entwistle   





Martin Stewart
 
Barry Probin

Matthew Greaves

County and City Councillors:

County Councillor Maria Jones, County Councillor Matthew Salter, City Councillor Stephen Thompson, City Councillor Sue Whittam, City Councillor Stephen Whittam


Mr Dave Mills (Parish Clerk)

21 members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors John Green and Daniel Guise.

2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
MIN 25/26 027 The Council approved the minutes of the Annual Parish as a true record and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
No interests were declared.

4 ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

MIN 25/26 028 The council endorsed the adoption of the draft financial regulations.
5 ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE
The Parish Council sought guidance from the Monitoring Officer as to whether the council should be investigating complaints against the Clerk, or whether this could also be seen as self policing.  The Monitoring Officer confirmed that they were able to look objectively at complaints against the Clerk and determine if there was a case to answer.  As the Clerk is an employee of the Parish Council, the Monitoring Officer and Standards Committee have no powers to investigate or take action in the event of claims against the Clerk.  The procedure will therefore be amended and re-issued reflecting this position.
6 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The public raised the following issues:

1. The junction between Newsham Hall Lane and Woodplumpton Road.  The junction is recognised as being unsatisfactory by both the public and the Parish Council.  The parish Clerk has written to a variety of senior officers in LCC, plus the local MP and Police, but has been informed that this junction is not a sufficient concern for improvements to be funded from LCC Highways limited budget.  A member of the public has written to the CEO of LCC but has not yet received a response.

County Councillor Maria Jones indicated that LCC Highways are being requested to undertake a review of the Junction.  This will be considered by the Parish Council once we are approached by LCC Highways.
2. Members of the public have requested that information on the proposed Catforth Traffic Calming is put on Social Media.  The Council confirmed that no update has been provided as we don’t have a clear way forward at present and need further discussions with LCC Highways.

3. Concerns were raised about the hedge on Woodplumpton Road opposite the Church, which extends into the road making passing difficult.  (Clerks Note – Councillor Bamber has talked with the landowner and confirmed that the hedge will be cut back this week) 
4. A concern was expressed by the member of the public that the minutes do not record the full extent of discussions within the meeting.  It was confirmed that the minutes will record the outcomes but not all items discussed and that this aligns with the requirements for the recording of Parish Council meetings.
Arnold Baker on Local Administration States – 7.39 Minutes of proceedings of a Council must be kept.  They are intended to be formal records of official acts and decisions, not reports, still less verbatim reports, of the speeches made by councillors.  Minutes should, therefore, be kept as short as is consistent with clarity and accuracy and the arguments used in discussion need be recorded only if the decision cannot be clearly expressed in any other way.  Short simple minutes are less likely to be defamatory than long reports.
5. Representatives from the village of Eaves attended the meeting to seek support to improve their area.  3 concerns were expressed:

a. The appearance of the area around the Plough at Eaves, with damage to verges and the traffic island being caused by developers.

b. Surface water flooding

c. Road safety – the speed limits in the village are 60mph, which is excessive for the road conditions.
7 ORCHARD PLAY AREA

Councillor Bamber reported that no progress is currently being made on the plans for the improvements to the Orchard Play Area.  City Councillor Stephen Thompson agreed to set up a meeting with Senior Officers in the Parks Department.
8 HAYFIELD PARK PLAY AREA

Councillor Green has written to the management company RMG to request information on the management arrangements for the Hayfield Park Play Area.
9 2025/26 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1st May – 30th May 2025
MIN 25/26 028 The Chairman verified that the financial accounts and bank statements have been reconciled and signed the financial Accounts.
The End of May Balances were:

Current Account    £55,296.21
CCLA Account      £450,000
10 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS 16 June 2025
MIN 25/26 029 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the May meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	May payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Unity Trust Service Charge April
	Unity Trust
	£8.25
	Ref 30

	Payment Card Fee
	Unity Trust 
	£3.00
	Ref 31

	Garden Invoice
	Lengthsman
	£300.00
	Ref 32

	Lengthsman Expenses Wk 7-10
	Lengthsman
	£49.94
	Ref 33

	Lengthsman Invoice wk 7-10
	Lengthsman
	£1520.00
	Ref 34

	LCC Highways Roundalls
	LCC
	£534.60
	Ref 35


11 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

MIN 25/26 030 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Pension contributions clerk June 2025
	£64.86
	DD
	Ref 36

	Clerk Salary June 2025
	£814.07
	BACs
	Ref 37

	HMRC PAYE Une 2025
	£595.49
	BACs
	Ref 38

	Employer National Insurance June 2025
	£154.44
	BACs
	Ref 39

	Parish Rooms Rental 16 June
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 40

	6 plans of the Catforth Scheme
	134.71
	BACs
	Ref 41


12 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
MIN 25/26 031 Members Considered and Approved the delegated comments for May. 

13 CIL PROJECTS

The Parish Council has 3 long term larger projects in the pipeline but with no certainty about when they can be delivered and no agreement from PCC that money can be held beyond the 5 year timeline, as follows:

1. Linear Park (no progress reported from PCC for a number of months)

2. The Orchard Play Area – Actively being Worked on.

3. Hayfield Park Play Area – Actively being worked on.
MIN 25/26 032 Councillors resolved to bring forward suggestions for CIL investment to the next council meeting

14 HOYLES LANE 20 MPH ROUNDALLS

MIN 25/26 033 Councillors noted the revised overall price of £1,891.60
15 BENCHES ALONG THE CANAL

The suggestion to install replacement and new benches along the Canal was very well received. Initial discussions with the Canals and Rivers trust indicates that they are happy to support the replacement of the current benches on the basis that WPC will supply new benches and the C&RT will install them.

MIN 25/26 034 Councillors resolved to purchase 3 new benches and plaques to replace the current benches along the canal.

Councillor Entwistle will approach the Canal and Rivers trust about the installation of additional benches in new locations along the canal.

16 BINS AROUND THE PARISH
Some concern was expressed that the new bin on the East West Link Road was not being used for dog waste.  Councillor Entwistle agreed to contact PCC to see if signs are available confirming that the Bins can be used for dog waste.

17 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
1. Catforth Traffic calming

After the last meeting with LCC Highways there was uncertainty about whether the development of a scheme for Catforth without Engineered features was a viable option.  Councillors agreed that we should approach LCC highways to arrange an urgent meeting to assess the viability of the option.  LCC will be informed in advance of our requirements for viability, which are:

1. The scheme will deliver an acceptable reduction in vehicle speed.

2. The scheme would be affordable.
3. The scheme is deliverable in a reasonable timeframe.

4. The scheme would be acceptable to LCC and local residents.

2. Parking on Hollowforth Lane.
A resident has expressed concern that parking on Hollowforth Lane in the approach to Moons Bridge Marina makes passage up the road difficult
3. Improvements in the village of Eaves.
3 areas were identified where WPC could help with improvements in Eaves.
1. Flattening and mowing of road verges

2. Improvement of the traffic island between Eaves Lane and Benson Lane

3. The provision of a bench for the verge area.

4. The deployment of traffic monitoring tubes on Eaves Lane

MIN 25/26 035 Councillors resolved to purchase a bench as part of the order for the Canal Towpath, to deploy some traffic monitoring tubes and to work to obtain quotes for the delivery of other improvements.

4. Interest on the payment made to LCC for the Catforth Scheme.
WPC has paid a large sum of money to LCC Highways for the Catforth Scheme, which has not yet progressed.  Concern was expressed that WPC may be missing out on interest on this money.  Councillors agreed that the Clerk should approach LCC to see if we should receive the interest that LCC are receiving on the investment of our money.
18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members noted that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 28th July 2025 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
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